LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASVDEVAN NAMBUDIRI

Ayyankali for rendering services to the Harijan community. The
founder was recognised and nominated to the Srimulam Praja
Sabha by the Government.42 As a social reformer Sahodaran
Ayyappan also deserves mention.

The Travancore Muslim Mahajana Sabha and Chirayinkil Taluk
Muslim Samajam were founded by Vakkam Abdul Khadir Maulavi
(1873-1932) who contributed considerably to the social and
educatr nal upliftment of the Muslims.43

Vazhakunnam however worked in a different area. A glance
at the relevant social aspects of the Nambudiri Brahmins of the
period is indispensable to trace the development of the man in
Vazhakunnam.

Traditionally a Nambudiri is associated with his veda, gotra
and acharas. Naturally he is brought up according to the restric-
tions laid down by these fundamental factors. By birth itelf, one
is automatically attached to the particular veda, which the mem-
bers of the family follow. One cannot change the veda, whether
it be Rigveda, Yajurveda or Samaveda. The acharas or rituals
are decided with respect to the rules and regulations specific to
the respective veda. Ancient Rishis Atri, Vasishta, Viswamitra,
Kasyapa etc. have their descendents attached to the gotras named
after them. The gotra system is still alive. Accordingly members

42. Ibid., p.329,

43. Ibid.. p.329.
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